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that ſo their own Subjes may ſer their own Rates on what they imporr, 
otherwiſe they would not be able ro manage a Trade that Foreigners could 
underſel them. in, and ſo their Country would become a Province to other 
Princes, I take them to'be not berter who govern nor their own Trade, bur 
are bcholding to Strangers. Companies in Countries under theſe Circum- 
ſtances ſeem abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve ſome Trade of rheir own, but 
we in England are not under theſe Neceſlities, ; 

France and other Countries before mentioned have Inducements much of 
the fame Nature; for tho they may drive conſiderable Trades in the 
World, yet they come after us in rheir Foreign Planrartions, and Trade, 
and where they are fo, nothing but Companies can- introduce them, buc 
had they an open and ſecure Trade they would ſoon. throw down the Inclo. 
ſure, and make their Trade common to all their own Subyetts. 

There is yet another reaſon for Companies, and that is all I ran find 
which carries a pretence for any in Erg/and, that is, where there wants a 
Force and Government to ſecure Ships and Men, whilſt they are imployed in 
che Trade of the Country among Savages, and fo have not the ProtcCtion of 
the Country, as in,other more civilized Nations. Here, if the Government 
of the Kingdom do not at the publick Charge ſet up and maintain Forts and 
Garriſons for the ſecurity of their own m_ that trade there, the Trade 
can be no other way carried on but by a Company and Joint-ſtock, and 
that Trade appropriated te them as a Fund and Recompence for their 
Charge of maintaining a Force and Government. Bur. this ſeems to proceed 
rather from the Miſtakes or Negle& in Government, than a good Expedi 
ent for. Trade, that any Society of private Men ſhould have a Regal Power 
to make War, or Peace, give Commiſſions, &c. may be thought an Indi- 
cation of Weakneſs in the National Power they derive from, and is a Crea- 
ture within a Creature that wants a Name : and however this Management 
may ſecure a Gain to the Company, yet at the fame time it may be a Lofsto 
the Nation to which they belong. __ As that of the 4fricax Company, which 
by the beſt Judgment is depricated as the-Bane of our Foreign Plantations. 
Something of which is touched upon by Mr. Dalby Thomas in his Hiſtorical 
Account of the Riſe and Growth of the Weſt. India Colonies, a more Ra- 
tional and Mercantine Diſcourſe I have not met with. Now it might. be 
thought more Honorable for the Nation to ſecure every part of their Trade 
at the publick Charge, than to leave it to the Condutt of private M 
and ſo. ſer up a Common-Wealth within a Monarchy : that for. any Mi 
carriages are not called roaccount like other Offenders, bur treated likean 
Ally, I know not how better to diſtinguiſh Men thar ſeiſe Ships and Goods 
where they find them without Proceſs of Law. *- | 

By this Account you will believe me no Friend to Companies ; and i mult 

$ my Judgment and Experience, as far as itgoes, is againſt them:. bue 
ſtill with a Reſerve to ſuch, as by a long Defceat from their Predeceſſors, 
that purchaſed ir by ſignal Service to the Nation, have in a manner 
_ a Freehold, as that of the 7urkey, Famburg, and ſome other Companies 
in being. . But thar Proje&ors and Courtiers ſhould be inſpired with New 
Lights, and our of. Love tothe Nation, create new Methods in Trades, that: 
none beforcfound out; and by incloſing Commons the Liberty of Trade into 
Shares, in the firſt place for themſelves, and then for ſuch otliers as will 
pay for both, is, I muſt confeſs, to me, a Myſtery I defire to be a Stranger 
unto. 

And this brings me to the ſecond part of your Enquiry, my Thoughts of 
the preſent Linnen ManufaQtory in Exgland. You know my Averſion to the 
Sin of this Age, Scandal and RefleCtion, to avoid which, I may perhaps 

be 
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be ſhort in ſetting forth my Senſe of this Company; and the Progreſs they 
make in the _— they propoſe, of making Linnen to the Adyantape of the 
Nation, and Profit of the Company. 

x. Firſt then, I ſubmit to better Judgments, that a Company and Joint- 
Stock is not a proper way to ſet up and increaſe ManufaQtory. Ir is uſual 
for any Man that deſigns to take up the Trade of another, whom he pre- 
tends not to exceed, but labours to imitate, to follow the Steps of him he 
makes his Aim. Now then if we take up the Trade of Linnen Manu- 
factory from Germany, Holland, and France, let us ſee if any of theſe King- 
doms eſtabliſhed i by Companies; it they did not, and grew great in ir by 
other Mcthods, it might then be thoughr our beſt way to do as they did. 

But that che very Name of a Company and Joinr-Stock in Trade, is a 
Spell to drive away, and keep out of that place where they reſide, all Men 
of Induſtry, and Buſineſs that relates ro what the Company pretends unto, 
is not new toany Man of Imployment in the World. The great Motive to 
Labour and Incouragement of Trade, is an equal Freedom, and that none 
may be ſecluded from the delightful Walks of Liberty. Now Trade to 
Merchants, and mechanick Arts ro Workmen are their Walks, which where 
any challenge a Right to. keep the: Key, they will not come ; a SubjeCtion 
in Manufactories where a People are ebliged ro one Maſter, tho they have 
the full Value of their Labour, is not pleaſing, they think themſelves in per- 
petual Servitude, and fo it is obſerved in /refrnd, where the Iriſh made a 
Trade of Linnen Yarn, no Man' could ingage them, but they would - goto 
Kþo Marker and be bercer. ſatisfied wich-a lels price, than to be obliged to 
one Maſter : but this of a Company is one Maſter to a Kingdom; and 
whatever they pretend unto in ſaying they hinder no Man, yet they have ſuch 
Advantages by being a Body incorporate,/ and having a-Joint-Stock, that no 
Man of a private Purſe dares ingage in that Trade they call themſelyes a 
Company of : Much leſs will any new Stores come; where at their Entrance 


they mon puron_o Shahi of the Company's forging. - | 
| 2. We have the Pradtice of former- Ages againſt che introducing of Manu- 
fatories by Companies. I do nor find that the Woollen ManufaGtory, firſt 
introduced by Edward the Third who brought in- the Wemings, was advan- 
ced by Companies, bur that he gave like Immunities to all that would im- 
ploy themſelyes in ir. And however Notions and Opinions may prevail 
gn " Oruarnq the plain Methods of Labour are berter underſtood by het Pra- 

Rick than Theory. - + eo 220007 
There was much more Reaſon for a Company and Joint-Stock to ſer up 
the Woollen Manufaftory in that ignorant Age, than there isfor this of the 
Linnen Manufaftory; that of the Woollen was a new' Art not known in this 
Kingdom, it requireda greatStock to manage, there was required Foreign as 
well as Native Commodities to carry it on, Oil, dying Stuffs, Sc. and'when the 
Manufa&ory was made, there muſt be Skill and Intereſt abroad ro introduce 
the Commodity where others .had the Trade before them : but there-is no- 
thing of all this in the Linnen Manufaftory; Nature feemsto defign itfor the 
weaker Sex. The beſt of Linnen for Service is called' Houſe-wife's Cloth, 
here then is no need of the Broad Seal, or Joint-Stoek to eſtabliſh the Methods 
for the good Wife's weeding her Flax-Garden, or how ſoon her Maid ſhall 
fit to her Wheel after waſhing her Diſhesz the good Woman is Lady of the 
| Soil, and holds a Court within het ſelf, throws the Seed into the Ground;and 
_ till ſhe brings it there again, I mean her Web to the bleaching 
ound. | | 

' Now to appropriate this which the pooreſt Family may by Labour ar- 
nveunto, that is, finiſh and bring to Market NES Cloth : ro me feenis 
an* 
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an infallible Expedient to diſcourage univerſal Induſtry, making the Worid 
believe they will do Wonders in their Company, and by that means dit- 
courage all private Endeavours 3 and when all is done, themtelves lke-the 
Mountain in the Fable bring forth a Mouſe. 

. As a Company will hinder the Increaſe of new Comers, ſo ic will de. 
ſtroy ſuch as are ſertled here already. There are, as I am told, in ſeveral 
parts of the Kingdom, private Men that imploy themſelves and their little 
Stock in the Linnen Manufatory of Thread, Cloth, Tapes, &c. Now 
tho I believe any one of theſe Men with five hundred pounds Stock, 
ſhall aftually increaſe the Trade more than a Company with five thouſand 
pounds, yet this Company drives out five thouſand ſmall Traders that are 
now in it. Traders are like Armies in a Field, ſmall parties, tho numerous, 
yet being disjoint, give way to a united Force : and this of the Linnen Manu- 
faQtory above any Trade know, if ( which I muſt confeſs I doubr') ir be 
for the Good of the Nation, requires more Charity than Grandeur to carry 
it on, the poor Spinner comes as often ro her Maſter for Charity to a fick 
Child, or a Plaiſter for a Sore, as for Wages 3 and this ſhe cannot have of 
a Company, but rather leſs for her Labour, when they have bear all private 
Undertakers our. 

Theſe poor Spinners can now come to their Maſters Doors at a good time, 
and catof their good, tho poor Maſters Chear ; they can reaſon with him, 
if any miſtake, or hardſhipebe put upon them, and this poor People love to 
do, and not be at the Diſpoſe of Servants,. as they muſt be where their 
Acceſs can only be by Door-kcepers, Clerks, &c. to the Governors of they 
Company. | CE O42? | | 

I <img ſeen a ſhort Diſcoutſe of that Labourer in Charity, Mr. 7bo. Fer- 
9971, and his Endcayours to: promote the Linnen Manufaftory, his Work 
was to relieve the poor, God's way, not by a Tax, which at beſt is but Man's 
way, andasic is imployed in Emglaxd not the beſt. But I loſe Mr. Fermin ; 


that he did in little, ſhewed what-might be done at-large.-and that would 
( in: my weak Opinion) haye been a more probable way, to haveinured 


idle and the moſt uſeleſs Hands in the Kingdom to ſpinning Linnen, as he 
propoſed, than the Formalities of a Company. 

4- As a Company deſtroys particular perfons, and hinders the Improye- 
ment every particular Man would make in the Trade a Company invades, 
or rather ingroſſesz ſoa Company impoſes upon the Nation in general : Itis 
a Natural Conſequence, ang let them fay what they can, all Men will be- 

lieve it, that asthey become Maſters of the Trade, ſo they will be of the 
Prices of the Commodity: and that they muſt have greater Rates for their 
Linnen, than private perſons could afford ir for, is of neceflicy; otherwiſe 
how ſhall the Grandeur of the Company, Officers, &c. be maintained, and 
that which will be more than all the reſt, the Frauds, Negle&s, and Miſ- 
carriages of their” numerous Agents, and Inſtruments imployed in the ma- 
naging part3 andit is to be noted, that this Company (to which 1 believe 
we haye- nothing like in Story, if conſidered in all its prepoſterous De- 
ſigns and Machins)) hath not the Advantage of Companies that trade by 
Sea, for they by a Joint Stock make great Adyentures in one Bottom, and 
ſo are in many things at no more Charge with the Management of Ten 
thouſand pounds in Trade, than a private Man may be with One. But 
here with our Company ir is not ſo, but on the contrary, the Company muſt 
be at more Charge than a private Man in their ſeveral Cheques, and Con- 
trolers upon their Servants 3 whereas every private Man doth his own 
Work, and as it is always done ſo to moſt Advantage, ſo moſt eſpecially 


in this of the Linnen Manufactory , where there muſt be a __— 
| ye 
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Eye to every pound of Thread Weaving, —_—_ and a multitnde of 
other things ; all which extraordinary Charge and Difficulty the Company 
muſt lie under more than private Men, can no other way be raiſed, but b 
lefſening the Wages of the Poor that make the Linnen, and railing the 
Price on the Rich that wear it2 Our Laws provide well againſt Fore- 
ſtallers in Markets, and tho nor ſo well asit might be, yer there is ſome care 
taken that Men have the fair buying of the Victuals they eat. This I have 
ſomecimes thought is like Tithing Mint and Rue, negleQing the more 
weighty things of the Law, we provide Men ſhould not be cheated in buying 
a pennyworth of Eggs, but make no proviſion to ſecure them from the 
ſame Abuſe in a hundred pounds laid out in Cloaths. The poor Artizan 
ſhall not be oppreſſed in Jaying our his penny to one poorer than himſelf, but 
he is without -Remedy ſhortened by a Company in his Penny as it comes in. 
I have heard Complaints of this Nature in greater matters of the publick Sales 
of the Eaſt-India Company, perhaps if due Conſideration were had of 
theſe great Ingrofſers, there would be ſound more Reaſon to reſtrain them, 
than a poor Woman that travels in the Country to buy up and ſell in a Mat- 
ker a few Hens and Chickens. Burt to return to our Corporation for Ima- 
ginary Linnen ManufaCtory. | | | | 

I ſhall now lay down what offers to me, that if it were poſſible to intro- 
duce it in this Kingdom, that yer it would not be for the Intereſt of the Na- 
tion to have a Linnen ManufaQtory ſer. up as a Trade in the Kingdom. 

Divine Providence that appoints to every Nation and Country a parti- 
glac Portion, ſeems to allot that ro Exgland which was the firſt acceptable 
ifice to his Omnipotency, thar of the Flock: the Produce of whichis 
the moſt univerſal Covering of all the civilized Countries of the World, 
- our Woollen ManufaQory ; a Talent which no Nation bath to that per- 
f{etion as we have. This hath been for many Ages the Support ofthe Nation, 
imploying the poor at home, our Men and'Ships at Sea. Now to decline 
this, and fer up another ManufaQory, looks likearrexrravagant-Mechanick, 


who 
Misfortune by taking up that of another Mans. This is condemned in par- 


ticular perſons, and to be fearcd in a Community. | 
| But it will be ſaid, there is not Imployment for the Hands of the Nation 


in the Woollen ManufaQtory : and ſince Linnen carries away-ſo much of 


r Money, it ſeems the Intereſt of the Nation to imploy idle Hands in that 


hich will keep Money in the Kingdom. EE, ET bd 
Now tho both theſe Aſſertions have too muchTruth in therhyyer neither 


of them have Weight enough to enforce the Concluſion; that the Linnen 
ManufaQory is the only Remedy. If we ſearch into the Bottom of our Di- 
ſtemper we ſhall find another Cauſe of our Diſeaſe. | 
Tt is not becauſe there is leſs Woollen Matiufatory uſed in the Warld 
than formerly, that our Trade declines, nor yet becauſe wemakemore than 
formerly for it is demonſtrable, that from the year 1673 to the year 1680, 
there was much more:Wooll Pages = up in Eng/and, than in eleven years 
fince: Nor is it altogether to be aſſigned to the preſent War ; for that our 
. Trade decayed in the latter part of King Charles the Second, and all the 
Reipn of the late King. The Reaſons then for our Decay in the Woollen Ma- 
niifactory ſeem to be theſe. {BEE ke 
- I, The Growth of courſe Woollen ManufaQtory in Germany, with which 
the Venerians tradeto Turkey. | Lot 
2.' The Prohibition of our Woollen, ManufaQtory into France, 
3- The Increaſe of the Woollen Manufattory by our Neighbours wi 
the help of our Wooll, ſo that in ſome things they out-do us in the price 
they can ſell ar. | 4 By 


loſt his own Art, and thinks coretrieye his 
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4 By the great Wear of £afi-India, and other Silks, and- the uſe of Cat 
licoes, which was formerly ſupplied by our Tammies and Sayes. 
- 5. The want of the Conſumption of Ireland, which abatcd all the Reign 


of the late King. | 
There is yet a Caule as valid as any of the former, which for ſome Req- 


fons I forbear to mention. 
Now to me it ſeems poſlible to Counterpoiſe all theſe, and to retrieve 


eur-ManufaQtory, and that by two ways. "B57 

Firſt, By preventing the Tranſporting of Wooll, which if done, the Frexch 
and others, that now furniſh Markers abroad, would not be able ro ſupply 
their own Expence. 
' It may be thought a vain Adſertion, after all Attempts that have been made 
to prevent the Exportation of our Wooll, to ſay there is yet a way thar 
may effetually doit. YetTam morally ſure it may be done both in Exglard 
and frelaxd; and if this were done, there is another thing that might oblige | 
the Frexch, when there is a Peace, to take off their Prohibitions on oue 
The other way to bring our. Waollen ManufaQtorics into eſteem abroad, _ 
is, to make them ſo cheap as to underſell the German Coarle ManufaQto, 
nt ; and that may be done with eaſe, which I caa make out upon occa- 


Theſe ewo things if pratticable, as I perſuade my ſelf they are, will fee 
the Woollen —_ ſa gaad a Foor, as together with a Conſumpti- 
ot, nor yer: practiſed in England, will find Imploymeae for the | 
Hand in |E#g/and. So that there will be rather Want than Super 
Hands in the Woollen ManufaCtory. i, [reviau: Dam ad 

Now' if here be any thing in all I have faid, ir ſoems reaſonable r0/cop- 
Gder well; before the Nation gives up. its Staple and long cantinued Trade for 


a Shadow; as Fake the Linnen ManufaQtory to be: for although I believe _ 


it can--never cometo effe&, yet fo far it may go.as to injure. that of the * 
Spinning, which nothing caf be 'morc prejudicial ; far ag I mentinnad 
before, nothing can retrieve our loſt, Trade abroad; but underſelling our 
Conporivies: fo thei, we muſt labour to make ours as cheap 9s: wy can, and 
not: p——_—_ ManufaQory, to bid who gives.moſt for Spinners 7a ready; 
way. to the Clothing:Trade of | Exglavd, bur :n9r'to fer: up the:-Linnen, 
which whenever it thrives muſt have a better way than the Methods 

But becauſe:ſome pretend rhis Company may be of good. uſe to the:Na- 
riod itt-1aying- a Foundation for a. Lionen RR for Argument fake! 
allow it doth rake. Let us conſider, beſide: what hath been. ſaid hbcfore: of 
iguring the -< me roar 07g ec iewill affe& the Kingdoaminthe ewo 
Pillats thar fupport ir, 'that of the: Renes of Land,” and the imploying aut: 
Ships 'and Men at Sea, "which are thought the 'Walls. of the Nation. - 

For the' Rents of Land they muſt.cexrainly fall,: for-that. one Acre of Flag: 
wilt imploy as 'many' Hands the: year-round, as. the Wooll of Sheep that | 
grazo + + "be mart—rgs "The, Linen Manufaftory. imploys ou 
Men, 'theWoollen . caving, Cambing, Drefling, Shearing, Dying,&0c! 
Theſe Ear and Drink more than Women and Childeza and bY —_— 
that bears Corn, and breeds Cattle for their Subfſtence., DIRT, 

| Then for the Employment. of our” Shipping; it will never be pretended 

that we canarriveto Rxportarion of: Linnen ; there arc others: and roa many 
before usin' char; and the Truth is,” he that cannot thrive at his own vo | 
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will hardly in that of another Mans. If we are beat 'out of our Inkeritancs 
the Woollen ManufaQtory, by Foreigners, over whom we have ſuch Ad- - 
yantages in our Wooll, Fullers-Earth, and long continuance in the' Trade, 
ir can be nothing leſs than a Miracle for us to rake from them their Linnen 
Manufa@ory, in which they have fo much' the Aſcendantiover us. <1 1 
”/ T ſhall end this parr of my Diſcourſe with the anfwer-of 2 Weſt-Cointey 
. Man to his Neighbour, that' asked what Voyage he had made in @ Fiſhing 
ar New Found-Land that proved not good, 1 have wade ſaid he,:.a' brave 
Voyage, as you may gueſs, for I have” fold my Bible” ani bought” a Tobacco- 
Box. Would it not beſo to this Nation,” if they ſhouldichangerheNobleſt 
Manufatory in, the World, / for the pooreſt, and moſt deſpicable?! Sor are 
thoſe People in all parts of the World that are Imployed/ in the Linnen 
ManufaQory, 'which only thrives where the: Country's crowdedwith:Poor, 
and Bread not tobe had atthe charge*of the Pariſh; where-che Tenant's 
but a Vaſſal to bis Lord, and there is no power in any* rorelieve;-burin-the 
Lord, who is aſtranger to the praftice. '' on mf honor ay 
"Tris a miſtake in them thar believe the Linnen ManufaQory in Holland to 
be the Produ*of their own Country : it is only 'rhe'cafic part; thar of 
Weaving and Whitning, moſt of their Thred comes from Saxony; where 
' there is both Laws nap | ity for Induſtry; both-of which, 'one'as the 
bleſſing of God, the other by the impunity of- our-Governmenr, this-King- 
dom is free from. And Oh Fou have my Opinion and'Grounds for ic; thar if 
it were poſſible to raiſe a'Linnen Manufadtory, It is 'nbe 7; the 
nedom, but of moſt dangerous Cor to 
the Poor, that may alter the Imploym 
Countries where they would have il} 


ys. oh" 
timent char ſhould cn anyrpres 
'givesa-pretence:to. 

their Maſters; 11 


= pin | 

F te Linney Manufathry af Jrelowd 71.09 that I -have the ſame valogas 
#5 for his of 14 p t for ifferent Cal andthey are theſe<- OSV! 
Firſt, Though it muſt be allow'd that /reland, yy td Go on being collider'd, 


is the apteſt part of tlie World for a Linnen ManufaQory; : its 
preſent Misfortuines cannot ſce how it can' be great" init, and thatwhich 
may be ſr going in the Kingdom rownrds fo god's! Work, a.Onmpanly 
- ſes the ready way to blaſt ; for at the firſt Planting of a Country:(and as 
—_ _—_ oy, ſo it = be —_ _ = | res mes: with ' his 
fign in his Head, ſome perhaps with a little Mohy in'their Pockers;clay a 
Scheme for making Linnen you ; FR © ale I PIC 
they may find maſt Spigners, and ſpend their time in Ridi Country 
folind: N27 nan e wy and buy up the Linnen Yarn; "Theſe: Under 
takers have rhicir Friends and Partners in Eng/and, to: whom they: ſend 
over their Linnen, and have back in Rerurns Tobaces, (for by che way iris 
to. be noted: they of Ireland are forbidden” any bur” what- comes direftly 
- from Ewg/aud) Hops, and we tip heey magray This now is a'Trade-and 
probable incouragement to make a growing ManufaCtory: that Bug/and ma 
in by, and this way was begun in the latter end of Charles the: Second's 
| Reign with hopeful ſucceſs. Bur here theſe honeſt Men'will meer/ with" an 
invincible Enemy, with theit Standard the Broad Scal ſeruup, giving -watice 
that they are the Men that will incourage and ſer on'foot the Linnen Manufa« 
cory z and this being Prodaimed puts an'end-to -qur ſeveral Zxg/z/h:Unders 
takers, and Foreign ſupplies of Poor that might be drawn- to'reland-by 
F the Incouragement of a Univerſal aur and Liberty, in ſertingup. ths 


Linnen 


and 


[ 10] 

Linnen Manufaftory. But however a Company may operate to the driyi 
out the'peor that are already in that Buſineſs of Linnen 1 know nor, þur ſure 
1 am thete is Experience of other Places that Companies keep our new | 

Bur the Company will tell you, they hinder none from working or buy- 
ino Linen; this would-not 'be believed, if they.,had not the Broad Seal to 
tell us ſo. They are the firſt Men I eyer heard of that were ar the Charge of 
paſſing a Patent, only to tell vs, they intended to do no Body. wrong, nor - 
pochediathe Trade. they incorporate themſelves it1z whatever Belict the fir(f 
pattalf hive Dackettion may" Hain, I leave the Squites of the: Company (] 
meanthoſe that pay the Reckoning ) tojugge: bur for the laſt part, thar they 
intend not to procced in the Trade | moſt: believe, and. yet they cyually do 
Miſchief, as if they did; ſince in the Opinion of the World thefe Men that 
incorporate pet great Privileges, great Men to head them; and of their Fra, 

mity;' raiſe grear-Sums of Money. of one half of the Company to be ad, 
hs in with thoſe that pay nothing but a Trifle for a Pretetice. I oy 
all this gives Ground for honeſt Men that know not the Original Deſign, to 
belieye that rhey intended to do as much miſchict as they have power for; 
that is, procecd in buying Lingen Yarn, gc. | | 
2 As the time is 


ftrudtive to both | Kingdoms 
Trelawd | take to ſtand 


"ning ou 
ongun 
the 7 


calc Enemy of: the 1i/h, but Con 
New-comers, and - ;'makcs for the 271fh ; 


om next thing ial my by pony 0 it ſtands as a fa, 
reigh Plantation tor »eland in 1 [4 irs - Canſu tion. of our 
Woollen: Iron, and oder ManubaBtories and in that, by A a have 
ſeen, itexceeds'all the Weſt-India Plantations, as allo in that of our Nagy, +. 
ral Produd; Corn, Hops, Salt, ©. Nas 2D 

Now: then, that-which hinders the Increaſe of People ( and that docs 
1 TIRE  abates the Conſumption of the Product of Exg/axd in ire 


We will next confider relaxd in its Natural and Artificial Produtt as a 
cign Plantation, and as ſuch how we ſhould uſe it. - I haye before men- 
d how they conſume our Produdt, we will, now ſee whit becomes of 
theirs, and in that we uſe them as Foreign Plantations, preſcribing chem 
Rules, Methods, and. Prohibitions-in ſome of their Commodities, as their 
Wooll, Linnen, Yarn, &c: we oblige them to ſend no where -but to 
England; and if they be kept to itin their Wooll, as I am ſure they may, 
#d would find it: wants, not abounds in Wooll, for the ſeeming Exccis 

of in 'Exg/and is not becauſe. we have roo much from [reliand, but be- 
cauſe we havenot all, for que-pound of their Wooll warks up ten of Farcign, 
and that cnables them in their Manufatories abroad, to furniſh the Trade 
we formerly had intire-to dur ſelves, Bur to rerura, as we preſcribe Rules 
to-Treland what they ſhall ſend here, ſo we do whar they ſhall ſend to orher 
nenrtd parts; | 


7 __ 


[r1_] - | 
' parts 3 to-our Foreign Plantations they. may not. fend any ManufaCtories, 
but have Liberty to ſend their Proviſions, Servants 'and Horſes; and as we 
confine what, how, and where they+may export, ſo we do in many things 
their Imports; that they ſhall import none of our Foreign Plantation 
Commodities from thence direct, bar. all from #nol/and.. 


Companies will keep out Planters, and therefore to be ſuppreſs'd, '- :- 
If any ſhould. preſume toſer up a Grant that mighr keep out People from 
the Foreign Plantations, it: may be prefum'd the Government would: hay its 
Hands on ſuch miſtaken Grants; this of the Linnen'Manufaftoryis fueh; it 
will keep out People diſpoſed-to thar'ManufaQory; for ſuch loye.itoihave 
Choice of Maſters. . £4244. 402% 1.3 NI MOB 

| Therefore we never ſee 'Companies ſer up” in our Foreign Plantations; 
every Man is-Maſter of 'his own Invention, Labour arid Ones {o ix ſeems 
the Intereſt of England as well as Hfreland to have the like Freedom there ; 
for if Companies are once admitted in Ireland, it is forthe Subjefs'of cither 
Kingdom ſhall be Maſters of them 3 there are thoſe in the World that know 
how to uſe ſuch Advantages berter thaw-we do; and with theix Money will 
ſoon purchaſe the  Ruling-Shares, efpecially when the Grant is defign'd for 
ſelling, not trading Shares, and being iſo bought; the Purchaſers have Au- 
thority ro fer up a Joinr-Stock;, can fue, and muſt be ſued as a /Poli- 
tick with all che other Privileges uſual in' facii Grants. | Being: thus eſta- 
bliſhed, rbey ſhall ju all the Trade in che Kingdom, -ler cheic © 4 pal 
Vp called whar you pleaſe, . and theſe Men may live in what paet of:the World 
they think fir, and govern the Trade of Ireland by theie Fafters; tho-the 
Company bears'the Name only of the Linnen FS81 by 


And however the Generality of Men ſee-nor the A fie C2 
Companies have in Triide, yet Merchants and” Hatidiczafes-do ; 
and that is the Reaſon b find thoſe. of /rcland Five, why that -woiiderful 


Srarure;(C for fuch Ttake it robe ) which gives c Pr 254 
ers than native SubjeQs, had nobfle@t, Arr ppp. 


not one into Tre/avd, ang all becauſe Men love not Tadofurcs/inTrade,” cho 
they may be in them themſelves; for by the Statute before mentioned, -any 
Forcign Proteſtant that would ſertle-in Jrelad, - might 'upori his- demand, 
, taking the Oath of Allegiance and Supremacy before any: Juſticeof Peace, 
be made free of a Ciry, Trade or- ny'in the Kingdom; puying 
rwenty ſhillings, 'and was alſo by: the fame Stikure declared; and was natu- 
ralized. Bur all this would not dowhilſt there were Companies it the King- 
dom, tho they are not of fo appropriate a Conſtitution asrhis of the Lin- 
nen Manufaftory and all Companies of Joint Stocks are. THe Is» 
- I now come to ſhew how in particular the Company for 4 Linden Manu- 
faQory in Jreland will afteQ&t Eng/and. | - TS LOTS 
. x. It will prejudice Ruglandin its ManufaGtorieg of Fuſtian, Tapes and Mar- 
chefler Ware, much of which are made by the Linnen Yarh of frelawd:  - 
+ . Now tho this _ ny conc rear Ig 
yet they may, and if they di any thing, ir muſt be rhat, ingyoſs rh1 
_ Tan he North wy Teeland, which wasfortnerlyſeat-to Zv _ 
dimp as aforeſaid, rhe wanr-of which or ferting a-price upon'it, 
be of prejudice to rhe ManufaQtories-of Englane with ſome other Dilad- 
vamapes that would fwell this Diſcourfe here to mention: - SES 
- 2+ If this Company ſhould prevail; 'of which -rhere is 110 reafor/ro-fear;, 
they by their Compa& made with the Company here, have agreed rhat all the 
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Linnen of Jre/ard ſhall be ſold by the Company here, ſo theh the People bf 
England muſt pay for their Linnen whart they pleaſe, and that which is yer 
worſe, the Linnen and Linnen Yarn, that hitherto hath been purchaſed by 
the ManufaRoriesand Commodities of Erg/and; the Company will be paid 
for in Money : And then where is the Difference to have it from France or 
Treland? Nor will the Company's ſelling for Money be an Advantage to Ire. 
land, bur to the contrary cnable the Company to impoſe on the Kingdom 
what Goods, and at what Rates they pleaſe, when they have beat our ths 
numerous Chapmen thar uſe daily -the [riſb Trade: even the Farmers of the 
Weſt of Exg/and would come for /reland with their. Hops, Cyder, &c. and 
ſo the Engliſp of Ireland , who are our Bone and our Fleſh, dealt with us.as 
Brethren, bur it will not be ſo when the Trade of /re/and is managed by Fo- 
reignersin Companies as it ſeems now deſign'd. | 

3- The admitting this Company for Linnen ManufaQtory will be a Prefi. 
dent for the ſame in all other Trades, and Imployments of the Kingdom. Ir 
is ſaid- there is a Patent now. paſſing for the Fiſhing of re/end, there may 
with as-much Reaſon be another for Plowing. 

And why not ſome publick ſpirited. Projefor: have a Patent for a more 
excellent way of cutting Turf, a Fucl much uſed in 7reland ? 

This/way of appropriating the Trade of /reland is happily of worſe Con- 
ſequence'to England, than: at firſt ſight appears. Perhaps ir will not be 
thought a Prejudice to..Ezg/ard, that a Patent is granted for a Fiſhing in /re- 
land, when it ſhall be in th& Name of . Men of Erg/and. But when this Pa- 
tent is transferred to-Foreigners, and they with their Men and Ships manage 
this Fiſhing, what will. England or {reland get by ic? Several Small- 
that uſe ro. come from: Exg/and to the Weſt of Ireland will be beat out of 
their Trade, and in | ho Ireland made a-Province for Trade toany Fo- 


reigners that will buy fromour projetting ing Patentees. 
As$T faid before, /reland is no more thanone of our Foreign Plantations, 


only 1-chiak.it- wilt be. allowed the firſt place, and more than any other in 
nearnefs of Blood, and that of our Nobles, there being many Familes in that * 
Kingdom deſcended from the ancient Families of this, and moſt of the Eſtates 
in /reland held by the Deſcent from our. Brethren, who purchaſed ir with 
their Blood. Theſe Refle&tions may prevail for our Care of them, at 
leaſt equally to any Colony abroad 3 and we never think it our prejudice to 
have them thrive, nor would the Growrh of 1re/and, if rightly diſpoſed or 
underſtood. And: here give me. leave to make a Digrefion, if it may be” 
call'd ſo,” but you may thinFir not foreign to the Diſcourle. 

I find: it generally- believed, thar' [relaxd is as miſchievous to our Trade 
in time of Peace, as it is deſtructive ito our Men and Treaſure m time of 
War. And tho this Opinion never went far with me, yer ſomething I did 
doubt was in it, until I met with that, which gave plain Demonſtration c@ 
the contrary, and it was this. FOE | 

I fell-into an entire acquaintance with. a Gentleman of Ireland, whoſe 
Experience, and long Continuance in all the Foreign Trade of that King- 
dom, furniſhed him with Arguments I could not anſwer, ro prove that 
England was a great Gainer by. the Trade of Jrelayd. When I could 
nor' confute- him, nor he prevail with mc, he cold me he would ſhew. me 
that which carried Authority with it, and ſo he did ; being, as he aſſured 
me, 'the Work of ſome-years, as he could ſpare time to compoſe it. The 
whole Diſcourſe rakes up many Sheets, upon the Trade of Zreland to all 
- parts,and-particular Remarks upon every Commodity exported and imported 
intothat Kingdom, and where, and how it affe&ts Exgland. Some other og 

""F 


| tag: | 
he reſerved as Secrets from-me, as hedoth the reſt coothers; for it was ney? 
ſcen by any bur one beſide my ſelf. Outof the. whole he hath exrrated 
an exa&t Account of the Exports and-Imports for one year-in a Mediuni 


out of fix; and then diſtinguiſhed what related to England, by what Ships 
brought in, and out; then computed the Value of cach Conimodity; and to 


what they were improved being manufattored in England; and-thety what 
Money in Specie, or Bills of Exchange, which is the ſaine , was returhed fron 
Foreign Parts to Exgland out of the Proceed of. Goods ſent from /reland; all 
which being brought to a.Sum, ir appeared, that England gairied by 
Treland more than two Millions Sterling per amnum.. It ſeemed. ro me art ini- 
credible thing, but being, as he affirms, Matter of Fatt, for which-the hathi 
the Account of the Cuſtoms, it is not to be denied, the Breviat is drawn ini'fo 


plain and intelligible a Method as renders it cafic to any Underſtanding; arid 


therefore to mine : I would fain have prevailed with him to Print the whole 
Matter, but he thinks ic may be made better uſe: of another way ;"and' af. 
firms, that as En as this looks, yet it might be improved to much more; 
if the Trade of Ireland were, diſpoſed, as it might be,:to the Advantage of 
England. Burt he faid that Kingdom was in no Reign, ſince the firſt Ghe- 
queſt of Jreland, conſulted in irs Trade, but left. to its ſelf, or treated 
like an Enemy, all the uſe made of it was, for Courtiers, Men-of Pro- 
xion and Neceſſity, to traffick, and diſpoſe it into Grants, Imploy» 
cents, arid Offices, and ſo made ir rather a- Foreſt for Game, than a 


Plantation of Trade and Commerce; and that®which continued ir: ſo in: 
the Reign of Charles the Second, was the Jealouſies and : Miſtakes of: 


Agg/and, believing it grew too faſt, and incroachedon their - Trade, tho 
iis demonſtrable 


Itrive to ſilppreſs their Shadows, for; ſear they ſhould aſſaule them: 


. 


None will fay England would. be.the worſe , If ic were. double the 


cit now 15, o The Sea part us from Jrelayd, niay ' not Laws 
make us one , in our Intereſt and Trade, and: ſo that 7reland may be 
more profitable to England in general, than Wales or any County in 
England is to the whole in its proportion? There never was fo fair an 
Opportunity for inciching this Nation by reland as; now; it is by Divine 


Providence once more put a Blank in our Hands, in which his Majeſty may” 


{famp what he pleaſes: and we hiave Reaſon to believe, 'that he who ven- 
tures His Royal Perſon ſo freely for the Preferfation of theſe Kingdoms; 


will not deny us any thing that can contribute ro our Growth in Trade: 


and Treaſure. One thing I muſt not omit, which I had from this Gencle- 
' an of Jreland, that to me ſeems valid for Confirmation of all he aſlerrs : 


Wenty years of Ireland's greateſt Proſperity, not ohe Man of England 
purchaſed in Ireland,” but numbers of Ireland have in thar time: purchaſed 
In, England ; as they of that Kingdom, I meat the'Exgliſs always do, as 
Y they increaſe their Fortunes. is being ſo, Ireland is to Exglard a Mine 

"ef Treaſure, and affe&ts us, tho in a much larger Proportion, as New- 
yr , and Zudſox's Bay, whatever is gain'd in tlicm terminates in 


I ſhall; cloſe this Diſcourſe with the Complaint I have heard fromiche 
Generality of [Merchants , that when all the Governments of Hangs 
L D info 


| , Treland doth us no hure, but where we by our; own. 
Laws. force it; | and that at, pardon the Expreſlion, like Lunaticks that 


That Ireland neither inſures nor gains on England 3 for that in the laſt 
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have for thore than twenty years paſt been conſulting their Intereſt 


in Trade, and how they might improve it, we of England make no Pro. 
viſion for ours, but leave it to the Ravage of Strangers, and the worſe 
Confuſions of an ungovern'd Multirude in Trade, whereas, if we had a 
Council of Trade compoſed of Merchants from all parrs of the Kingdom, 
ſer apart for ſearching into the ſeveral PraCtices of Trade, and Miſcarriages 
therein, England would have grown beyond any part of the World in 
Trade, and Navigation ,. and might thereby have prevented the wonderful 
Riſe of France; whoſe prodigious Advance in Navigation and Commerce is af. 
fign'd to the Experience and Condutt of Colebert that was originally bred a 
Merchant, 'of whom it is faid, that when he was prime Miniſter of Fraxce, 
he would ſay he did his Maſter better Service ina Committee of Merchants, 
than at the Councik-Board, We have much greater Funds for Trade than 
Frence can pretend to; and tho we may want Coleberrs, yet lefler Men, 
with greater Helps tharmhe had, might ar leaſt retrieve, if not incrcafe our 
loſt Trade; which in ſeveral Branches are decayed almoſt to a total Loſs : 
as that of Meſcovy, Greenland, Newfoundland, and others. 


And-if Fame be true, we are in the ready way to loſe what we have 
left, the: Exchange being filled with Proje&ts , Wagers, Stock qo, 
upon imagnary Wredks, Pharee Companies of ManufaCtories, &c. all which 
bode ill, and is a Green Sickneſs in Trade, when Men are taken up with 
Rubbiſh, like Maids feedihg on Chalk, and Cinders, reje&ting wholſome 
Food. This Evil looks like a ſpreading Leprofic over the Nation, wh 
Merchants and Tradeſmen live like Gameſters on the Spoil of each other, 
ſetting up Projetts inſtead of Merchandize, which cunning Men cut into 


Shares, and ſo manage their Deſigns, as to fix their /gxis fatuus at laſt on | 


innocent and well meaning Men, to the Ruin of them and their Families, | 


I name not Men or Things to avoid Refle&ions; bur wiſh thoſe that are 


der, thar ſuch AvciGees, however the Hand ; 


of Juſtice: in this World cannot reach, yer the Cries of Widows and Father-: 
leſs aſcend a Tribunal that brings all things to Judgment. Thoſe Frauds 
are of a" new Stamp, not known in fortner Apes, and therefore want a 
Law to reſtrain them: which, it is hoped, the Great Council of the Nation 
will look into, and that there may never more appear amonyſt us any of 
theſe Syrens, that a Council of Trade may be the ſtanding Probationers 
all new Inventions, and Expedients for Trade, that fo Quacks in Trade 

may be ſuppreſsd, and honeſt Induſtry and ingenuous Ditcoveries incou- 


By which means a Stop may be put to thoſe Men, who like Cadmu's 
Serpents Teeth ſowed in the Ground, bring up Men in Armour killing one 
another: I wiſh the Moral prove not truer than the Fable, we fee Loſſes 
berween private Men in Gaming often end in Blood ; and National Gaming, 


Projetts and Deceits, with Wagers on the Succeſs of Companies, taking! 


Cities, and Succeſs of Monarchs, muſt needs alienate the AﬀeCtions of the” F 


Subject one from the other, and ſome from the King. This ro me ſeems ' 'F* 
not an accidental Misfortune, but an Artifice of France, to raiſe Divifions F. 
amongſt us, and bring our Trade to Confuſion; for the French have aswell | 
Jeſuits in Trade, as in Religion, ro diſitrat us. But we have not ſuch in- | 
vincible Champions for the firſt, as bleſſed be God we have for the latter : 
In my. weak Judgment and Refletion on the preſent Condition ” this 

ation, 
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Nation, nothing hath a worſe AſpeC than the Trade, Navigation, and Manu- 
fa&ories of it, and all for want of publick Spirited Men, that would, like 
our Anceſtors, who whatever they were at home, every Man, when in 
Parliament, was no leſs than a County, or Burrough, and ſpake not himſelf, 
but them. If this Bravery of Mind were in our Senators now, the Com 
merce of 6 quo would not look like a Scramble, for want of due Regu- 


\, | lation; which cannot properly be without Men of praCtical Heads in Trade 


appropriated to the Work 3 nor is the preſent War a valid Pretext for the 
Negle&, ſince there ſeems as much Reaſon to provide for Trade in Time of 
War againſt Times of Peace, as there is for Armies in Time of Peace 
againſt a Time of War, which God in his due timeputan End unto. 


? 


*% . + 2M 
IE SPTEEC Hy - Ws b oc greeeetY * —_ - woes % \Y 
Len ny #8 «4 R MF. , 
: *: 97 OF . o "% 
BO v o rs ® 
C 4 LED wm = 
, - 
- | 7 
C $i 
"i 
>" 
, 
x 
. 
. 
4 
z 
: 
. 
Li 
- 


-" } | % VI: 2 
1der ations: , 
y * © i . X 
hae. | S v7 
F 4 #7 To ; Y TT 4 od ona gran 2y CLAS. " ” 922 = heme Pe 
mY Humbly Offered to Demonſtrate -.__ 
* a 
N [2 R F al <*, id - Ch be * — | : 4 5 +6k# & ibs. 
How prejudicial it would be to tbe Engliſh. P ; Reve- 


nes of the Crown,) the Nevins and general Good of this 
Kingdom, that the fole Trade fir Negroes ſhould be gramed 
to 4 Company with  Joynt-Stach, exclufroe to all others,” 
He great and unſpeakable Advantage the Weſt-Irdia Plan 


tions are to England, is fo well known, that ic needs tio de- 
mogftration to prove it. The only ching Neceſſary,” is'to 
endeavour to improve and increaſe this mighty ad vancage- 
ous Trade, by ſecuring them from the Taſults of their Enemies)” and 
g them to make larger quantities of: che Commodities 6f thofe 


'_ enablin 
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> Now the means "moſt conducive thereunto will be to make the 

Trade to 4ffrica open and free. for all the Native Subje&ts of England; 
which Trade for Slaves is chiefly. from Acra ro Angola, and contains a- 
bout 1200 Miles Sea-coſt, in which extent the preſent African Com- 
pany have neither Fort, Caſtle, nor Faftory ; ſo that they have” nor 
the leaſt colour for a Pretence to an excluſive Right of Trade iniro 
thoſe Parts. | | | 

It is well known, that the Riches of the Plantations conſiſts in Slaves 
chiefly, by whoſe ſtrength and labour all cheir Commodities, as To- 
bacco, Sugar, Cotton, Indigo, Ginger, &c. are produced ;* and the more 
Slaves thoſe Plantations are ſupplyed with, the more Commodiries are 
made, and the ſtronger they are to defend themſelves againſt any Tn- 
ſults. Neither can there be any more danger of being over-ftockr with 
Negroes, than there is that roo nauch Tobacco, Sugar, &c. ſhould be 
ſent to England ; for it is |a plain conſequetice, the more Negroes the 
more Goods will be produced, the more Goods the more Cuſtom paid, and 
all thoſe Commodities rendered here at home fo cheap as wilf enable this 
Nation to ſend them abroad cheap allo. ' ro. the great difcouraging of 
the Plantation-Trade of all other Nations. Wheretore ir is. very plain, 


that a large ſupply of Negroes will not only bring great Riches'to this 


Kingdom, bur will alſo greatly Increaſe our Da mt 


Whereas on the contrary, ſhould the African Trade be inclofed, and 
confin'd to the Wills and Powers of a Company, the confequence would 
prove as fatal ro the Plantations as a Power given to one Perfon in Eng- 


land to ſupply the Gardners with Servants, and the” Farmers and Carriess 
with 
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with Horſes : Ir is not to be doubted that the one would be conſtrain; 
ed to pay yearly for his Servants as much as his Years produ&t would 
amount to, and the other for his Team as much as the Rent of his 
Farm, which would prove great Dilcouragements to their Labour and 
[nduftry. This may we reaſonably ſuppole would be the Cale of the 
Planters in the Weſt-Indies, were there but one Perſon that muſt ſup- 
ply them with Slaves, they being lo extreamly Neceſlaty, that it is im- 
pollibleto live without them, every Man being rich or poor according to 
his Stock in Slaves. A Man that may be Ptoprietor of 10000 Acres of 
Land, would ftill be poor had he no ſtock of Negroes to employ upon it. 

Ic might be fairly Objected, Thar the preſent Aﬀfrican Company have 
carryed on their Trade but very impertectly as to their own Advantage, 
{ notwithſtanding that was all the Deſign they aimed at) as may bs 
plainly proved trom the Care they have taken to ſupply all the Plantati- 
rions, it being very well known that they have not for theſe 2o Years 
or more lent one Ships-loading of Negroes to Virgmua nor Maryland, which 
are two very large Countreys, and capable of making twice as much To- 
bacco as they now do, were they bur well {upplyed with Negroes. 

Every Negro that is ſent inco thoſe Plantations, makes as mnch To: 
bacco yearly as pays from 30. to 4ol. Ster]. Cuſtom, but the Compa- 
ny think that is not material ro their Stock : They underſtand the Peo- 
ple are generally poor, and therefore will not venture to truſt them; 
whereas at the ſame time private Men have, ( tho' with the hazard of 
being ſeized by the Companies Agents) and had it not been for that 
Supply thoſe Countries had been in a much worle Condition than at 
preſent they are. | 

To {urther demonſtrate what before is hinted at, that the Company 
have no Forts, Caſtles nor Factories from Acra to Angola, nor do they 
{uppole them neceſlary to carry on the Slave-Trade, is plainly proved 
from their own Practice and Management of that Trade, tor when they 
deſign a Ship to trade for Slaves, they put a Lee-ward Cargo ( as they 
term it) on board the Ship, and give the Maſter or the chief Officer 
of the Ship full power to diſpoſe, barter and fell the ſaid Cargo for 
their Accounts, allowing them a Commiſſion of 4 per (ent. for diſpo- 
{ing of the ſaid Cargo, taking on board the Negroes, and delivering them 
ro their Factors in the Plantations, who have uſually been the Gover- 
nours of thoſe Places, who have diſpoſed of the Negroes not always 
to the poor Planters liking, bur neceffiry hath no law, ſo muſt ſubmit to 
the Will 'and Pleaſure of their Superiours. 

Now this great and growing Evil can only be prevented by permitting 
more Sellers of Negroes than one, wherefore ſince it is evidently demon- 
ſtrable, that it is no charge to carry on and manage the Slave-Trade, and 
of what great Concern it is to encourage and ſupport the Engliſh Plan 
cations, whereby the Navigation of the Kingdom, Revennues of the 
Crown, and the General Good of rhis Narion is ſo much advanced, there- 
fore it is humbly hoped thar the Trade from Acra to: Angola incluſive 
may be henceforth judged and allowed to be free and open for all che 
Subjects of this Kingdom. 
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Shapes' int6 which ſome'Perſons at London have Tranil- 
fortned our Tate AR'of "Parliament, for Efabliſhing % 
Compeny Tradeing to Aﬀica and the Tndies;' and their rep 
 _ by ic unider'fo many' ſeveral Colours, to thoſe of | tie Oa- 
pacities and AﬀeBions, -puts ine' in mind of the : 
who , ambirious to be tho ht Weatherwiſe, never. with 
mair of Gravity,  t6'publiſh his' Revelations of the 
Weather, eta and: quite co manners to his © 
ſeveral Profelites, ' 'ſecoting to- himſelf certain Eviden- 
ape r py MWrpor onld liappen, if any | ſhould dare'td 
alt he Iofallibility-of 'his Preditions into queſtion!" /"And're- 
ally, "The exit Idea you ve ine of the imaimer in which theſe 
Perſons ſeem! to buſſe et D Is,” 
me matter” ſufficienc-to renew my Specnlation, 4 
an Nature of 'all Mankind,” in ntodory I 
Man 16y ints ſome TratfaQions of thisahi the þ 


F cannot! be x tr ram grs ade ” 
Thac thewhole Repreſentatives'of”a Nation fo little ex 
&d in Trade; a9 onrs; ſhould wich 6 mmanimous Voice (Ne. - __ 
nine contra dicemte) agree to 'fuch Meaſures ar} Foundation © EE 
Trade, ashow ſeery'worth the Notice ef: ſo a*People as 24 
dur Neighbouritiy' Nation 3 andy ot heed & till | © 


x more exalted, 'by 'findivg in your Account, That the moft | "4 
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Sober and Tradeing People of that Kingdom, are fo far from con. 
ceiving any. diſguſt at, or diſlike to. it, - that they. generally ex. 
reſs an Inclination to be concerned in it : Excepting (as yoy 
obſerve) a few who ( every body knows )) are preingaged to 
a dearSelf-monopglifing 1 ngreſt rogether with,ſme few her 
whoſe InſtruQions from a Foreign Court muſt 1hall probi Vity 
oblige them to lay hold of.any, ſeeming Opportunity for blow. 
ing the Coal of Sedition in this Iſland, that they may fiſh in 
troubled Waters : And as a little Leaven leavenerlF the whoſe 
Lump, {you mbſt always expe” to Jad! 6 Pre very." 
Tant, by their Emiſſaries, to amuſe the Uathinking Crowd 
groundleſs Apparitions 3 and by a more induſtrious Artifice, have 
their deſigning Infinuations  buz'd into the Ears of ſome great 
Miniſters, .who, baving the bene+ of 'cheir . Thoughts employed 
about Macters.of State. and Goyernment;' ſutable to the preat 
Sphere in which they move, may poſſibly, through want of 
Time, confider this Matter no further than by a bare ſuperficial 
View of fuch fallacious Poſitions as may ,probably, by Prepok 
ſeſſion, . be: dogmarically obtruded upon. them, ro ſerve private 
Ends, though mask'd under the ſpecious Pretences.of A Netidhal 
Concern, -.; Wherefore, I hope thoſe worthy Gentlemen at Lon+ 
don, whotare concerned in this Company, will endeavour to _ 
anticipate any evil Efte& of theſe or the like Miſ-repreſcncations ' 
and groundlcfs Suggeſtions mention'd--in-your Letter, by obs 
viating the Fallacy of fuch' noifie Arguments as. (' you ſay ) are 
daily with an Ayre. of Magiſterial Stiffneſs diftated at Gar. | 
raways, and from thence diffus'd amongſt the credulous Multi 
tude 3 which, whenſoever impartially ecxamin'd and confidered, | 
will doubtleſs appear to bave no other :Merit at bottom, than'a NY 
Noole of--Sophiſtry to, catch Woodcocks .in, For there was | 
never any. 'Conſtitution of Trade,concerted by any.Free King- 
dom, .State.or Commonwealth. in Exrope, with greater regard 
to the Conſtitutions-and Privileges of all other Nations-in Amity  } 
with His Majeſty;-'than this.hach, been-:/; yea, - ſhould we have }F 
bad a Committee of Engliſh Merchants to. Examine.ant Report } 
our, Proceedings while we were; Paſſing this ACT, they conld 
not. poſtibly;have been: more nicely tender of Encroaching upon, 
or-Interferrmg_. with the Engliſh Immunicies, either Abroad or at 
Home,:than we haye, been. /- And in. regard. that Pyracy, Ho- 
ſtility, and: all manner.of violent. Force, [is not: only. inconfitevt | 
wich, bur diametrically. oppoſit, zo the natural Lawes,and Infit- 
rutions of Trade,.. we: have; in, zhe Body. of this A.C:T,, prev: _ 
cluded the. Company, frgm Ading/or.; Setling, in the, yery Jute, 
without Conſene of the Natiyes:.., And, ...in ſhort, we;had then 
| the Law of Nations. fo imynediately underour Common | 
| | that 


> 
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that it was thought by the moſt Precaiitious:of our-Aſſembly, 
we had left no room tor {o much as a poſlibiliry of Cavilling, 
Bur there's none fo blind as they who will not ſee ; and /by what 
you write, I find, had there been any thing in our A& thatcould 
not. .bear the Tryal of the ſtriceſt Enquiry on the aforeſaid 
Heads, it had certainly been long e're now ript. up, and printed 
in Capital Letters by | thoſe -who were , ati. the Trouble! and 
Expence of Reprinting the AG, at London' in ſeveral ſhapes, 
and under a, new Title of their * own framing, of deſign. to 
adapt it more properly;to the Notion. of Rivalſhip and-Emula- 
top, which (you ſay.) they ſo induſtriouſly preach in Coffee- 


| 0hj. Oh-1 but (ay they, ) Tho! there be nothing in the AR 
/--, thatat preſent 'imay-ſeem to. interferr. with, yet inthe Con+ 
Aequence it may prove pernicious to the Intereſt of England. 


In Anſwer to which, - give me leave-te obſerye, That as this 
| #&. was calculated for::a . Common and 'Publick Good.; | fo 
though it be a received and ſtanding Maxim, That. No Ewil ## 
| to-be done, that Good may tome of it 3 yet;no reaſonable. Man 
wil urge frotn thence the; Alternative, "That -we ought 30 for- 
| bear doing an apparent Publick, Good, becauſe of a remote-poſſe- 

bility of an imaginary Ewil Conſequence. 4 THESIS ch a . 

And before IRep further, © pray let us take a ſhort, View of 


| what ProſpeR there may be of this: bug-bearing' Conſequence. 


8 Why, truly Scotland /propoſeth an Advantage by -Foreignt 
" Trade, and leaves it at England's door to accept or refuſe, being 
concerned for ene Moiety of all the Profits, Emoluments and 


Advantages arifing from {uch Trade; and by the bye, England's + 


embracing that Offer, ! ſeems to' me an auſpicious Prognoſtiek 
of future Succeſs. Now, ſhould we happen to be fruſtrate in; 
- our ExpeQaation by this Trade, then all : the-vain Jealouſies.of 


$ Rivalſhip and Competition fall of courſe. But if it ſhould (as 


| Thope it may): anſwer our Wiſhes, - by a. plentiful and-proſpe- 
ous Harveſt, in return to our Honeſt and Infant-Undertaking, 
England, ſure, would be mightily burt, to reap One Half of all, 
the Profits thereof; which I pray God may :prove the happy. 
Conſequence, ſo much fear'd by-your Monopoly-men. 


Yer all this (you. ſay ) cannot 'pleafe ;chem that. are IE=, 


ſolved to be implacable ;- for that there are; a certain ſort, of: 
ſuch good-naturd Chriſtians in the World, -as would chuſe ra- 
ther to loſe a certain Benefit and Advantage to themſelves, than 
endure the very thoughts of ſeeing their Neighbours. in any 
tolerable degree of equal Proſperity. In allufion to which, 
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'tis no new thing to tell you, That ever ſince the Reformation 
of Religion, the Jeſuits, in their various ſhapes, have lefe no 
means uneſſayed, to propogate the ſeveral Secs and Schiſms 
which, during the laſt Age, have, like a general Contagion, 
overſfread this Ifland, and undoubtedly gave the firſt riſe to all 
the ſad Cataſtrophe and diſmal Conſequences of the late bloody 
Civil Wars. And even fo, fince the Union of both Kingdoms 
under one Monarchy, we have too too maniteſt and pregnant 
Proof of how far rhe Matchevikian Maxims of Policy have, - by 
the means of French Penſioners and Emiſſaries, - gain'd credie 
enough at the Coutt of Englend, to itaprove the Remnants and 
Dregs of the ancient Feuds of both Kingdoms into an almoſt 
avowed Reaſon of State (though a much miſtaken one_) Thet 
it was the Intereſt of England, to ſuppreſs and keep Scotland 
poor. Which was indeed chiefly intended and contrived with 
defign to leave Exgland in the lurch, and catry on the real 
Intereſt of France, where this Maxim had its birth, by re- 
gaining Scotland into their ancient League. . 

For the Sting and hidden Poyſon of the Serpent lay in this, 
. That the People of Seorland, from 'the natural conſideration 
they muſt needs have of any ſevere Treatment, or unreaſonable 
and intollerable ExaGtions impoſed upon them by their domi- 


neering Neighbours, might in time be crempted, like the {/rac- - 


lites iti the Witdernets, to mwmrwmr aid work bark into the Onions, 
Melons, Garlick, and Fl:ſb-pots of their old acquaintance. 

Yet by the Influence of this Jefuitical, Barbarous and Helliſh 
Principle, together with the general Corruption of ſuch col- 


leaguing and ſelf-defigning Miniſters as have ('to the grief of 
theſe Nations) been at the Helm of Afﬀairs during thoſe latter | 
Reigns, this poor Nation in particular hath been moſt umner-_ 


cifally crampt and fetter'd in its natural Liberties, both as to Re- 
hgion, Property, Trade , and indeed, all the real Badges of a 
Free and independent Kingdom, other than m ſhadow ; till 
the' late Providential and Happy Revolntion gave us not only 
a fair opportunity of reafſuming all onr 'ancient Freedoms, 
and natural Liberties, but alſo of extending the ſame, in point 
of Trade, far beyond thoſe Limits which ſome of our Neigh- 
bours ſeem now unwilling to allow Us. 


And I would gladly offer it to the ſertons Confideration of 


any Honeſt, 'Unbyaſs'd and Free-thinking Engliſb-mean, Whe- 
ther, upon His preſent Majeſty's Accefſion to the Crown of 
England, when Ireland was in a manner quite loppd off, France 


making mighty 1 pgmer for War, all Exrope invelop'd mn- 


almoſt unquenchahſc Flames 3 and England it felf, nor free 
from 1nteſtine Divifions, and Boſom Enemies, who flatter'd 
chemſclves 


(5) | 
themſelves with the Hopes that Scotland would, from the con- 
ſideration of its being ſo long kept at Arm's-length, be tempted 
to at by an Intereſt ſeparate from that of England ? Whe- 
cher (1 fay ) upon condition of aſſurance then, that we 
would follow England's Example, ia placing the Crown of this 
Realm upon the Heads of our preſent Gracious Sovereign, and 
| and His late Royal Conſort (of Bleſled Memory,,) when they 
tear'd our Demurring upon it, Exgland would not | have. wil- 
lingly fulfilled, and put us in poſſeſſion of 'the long pro- 
mis'd Union of both Nations ; and ſettled the: fame upon 
ſuch an equal and-laſting Foundation, as- that we might have 
freedom of Trading into the very Heart of | their Planta- 
tions ? IE ITIEESD. TO 2 

For, how little ſoever the apparent Proportion'/be, which 
our Nation may at preſent ſeem to'beas on the Theatre of Pub- 
lick Action, as being in a manner wholly eclypled by theis- 
fulgene and radiant Beams of England's more reſplendent: Great- 
neſs, I may without Hyperbole juſtly fay, - That as Mar- 
ters then ſtood, We had the Ballance” of | Exrope; in our 
' Hands. MA 8 9 20nd wdizs os 

Yet all the Confiderations we had in view of our:own par- 
ticular Tatereſt, and che Advantages - which we. mighe have 
made of that Opparenniey, ſoon gave way to the irrefiftible Zeal 
and AﬀeRion which we had for the Refiorer of the Proteſtant 
Religion, and common Liberties of Britain. -- For, leſt that by 
any Delays in our Proceedings, the Meaſures of England might 
be protracted, We did, in almoſt One Breath, 'Declare che 
Throne Vacant, our Selves a Free, Indepondene State, 
Their Royal Highneſſes King and-Queen of this Realm, and 
war againſt all Their Majeſty's Enemies ; as not in 'the- leaſt 
doubting, but that ſuch our generous and frank Proceeding, with 
reſpe& to our Neighbours, at fo critical a Junftuce of affairs, 
might in due time reaſonably plead for ai grateful Refenement 

from the King and Parliament of England, by an equally ge- 
nerous Condeſcenfion, on their ſide, to our having the ſame 
freedom of Trade, by which, but a lictle time before, the 
wiſeſt and moſt leading Men of that Nation thought it their 
Intereſt to have ſecured our aﬀection. 

And that this was the ſence 'of the Court of England at that 
time, needs no further Evidence than His Majeſty's two {uc- 
cellive Speeches to both: Houſes of His Firſt Paxliamenc ; wherein 
the conſideration of an intire Union with Scotland was {erioully 
recommended : In order to which, ſome Schemes were pre- 


pared and conſulted by certain Noble Patriots of both Na- 
tions. 
But 


- 
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But no ſooner had we, in the interim, ' folemnly conſums 
mated, in manner aforeſaid, all thar Exg/and could have either 
wiſh'd or fear'd from us on that Occation 3 bur of a fudden, all 
thoughts of ſuch Union fell to the ground : 1o that being left 
to chew our Cud upon that melancholy Proverb, Poſt e$t occafto 
calkva, Which in our Diale& may be render d, A [rue Scotch: 
man is Wiſe bebind-hand ; our next and only Retnedy was, to 
make the be$$ of a bad Market. In order to which, we then 
Reſolved to think of framing ſuch wholfom and advantagions 
Lawes for the: Advancement of our poor Trade, as might not 
only rouze up and.animate the depreſicd and often-diſappointed | 
Genius of:6ur fellow-Natives, bur alſo invite and enduce Stran« 
 gers more experienced in Trade, to embarque upon the ſame 
bottom with--us: :-*and:-to thatiend, We-did, in the Third 
Seflion of this current-Parliament, Anno 1693, ' Paſs a Prelimi> 
nary AS, conceived in general Terms, for the Exconragement of 
Foreign Trade, which you ſee natrated in the beginning of this 
la 4& : By'the gracious and neceſſary Conceſſions of which, we 
have a plain Demonſtration, through the Vertue of thoſe Noble 
and worthy Patriots whom His Majeſty's diſcerning Eye fingled 
out of the Crowd of Pretenders to the Offices of State; Thar our 
preſent King 1s not' only Pater Patriz, but Pater Patriarum; 
and, like "the true Emblem of that Immenſe Deity whoſe 
Anointed he : is, .diffuſeth his Favours with a more unconfined 
and univerſal. Influence than any of our late-Kings of Britain ; 
Their natural Eaſineſs of Temper giving many fatal Opportuni- 
ties to the mercenary Miniſters of thoſe Times, both ro impoſe 
on their Maſters, and prey upon the Liberties of their fellow- 
SubjeRs : whereas, our preſent King doth-not only penetrate 
into what is Juſt, but hath alſo a Nobleneſs of Soul, to cxe- 
cute, with an impartial Hand, what to him ſeemeth to be vo: 
And that the giving his Royal Sandton to this A&, was the 
effe& both: of his Juſtice and Gratitude, is plain from the na- 
tural Regard which in Reaſon we muſt needs ſuppoſe him to 
have had to our frank and ſeafonable Services, when in them- 
ſelves they were moſt Valuable, and when indeed he ſtood 


moſt in need of them. | 


0bj. But (you ſay) the Out-cry is, That thefe are ſuch un- 
precedented Conceſſions and Exceptions as never were, Or 
ought to be granted by a Prince to any Society or Com- 
; pany of Traders in the World : Ergo, SIP TEFEtD 


Hah 1 
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Hah | Is the Hue and Cry got up then ? © I am glad of it: 
For certainly, the Great,. the Grave, and Wiſe Men of the Na- 
tion, do never joyn in char Chorus. 

Buc to . be more ſerious ; ' *Tis true, that theſe Conceſii 10ns 
may ſeem ſomwhae ſtrange to a People whoſe Wealth, 'Capa- 
| city, Naval Strength, Foreign .Poſleſſions, Plantations, Forts, 
| and Univerſal Sertlements, want no, more. to carry on what 
Trade ſoever_ they. pleaſe, than to will and to execute. 

But on the other hand, if they look-upon Scotland, and confi- 
der it, as.in it ſelf it is, deficient to a degree of Extremiry, i in all 
the neceſſary, Qualifications of Trade above-recited ;. they muſt 

own of courſe, that nothing leſs chan theſe Conceliliine and 
f Exemprions could give this New Company a proſpe&; of ſo much 

25 a Poſſibility of ever grappling with ſuch infinite and almoſt 

 inſuperable. Difficulties as they (and indeed, all other Begin- 

nings) muſt neceſſarily encounter with : fo that if ſuch Exemp- 
F tions had not been granted, we had as good have erefted no 

. Company. 

And as to theſe Conceſſions being without Precedent, I will 
not pretend to' give an Inſtance of any that are exaQly che ſame 
with the Privileges contained in this A& : but if I ler you ſee 


- much greater, I hope, that may ſerve the turn. - Nor to do 


that, need I. go ſo far from hence, . as to ſearch into the Re- 


cords of other Nations, ſuch. as. France, Holland, Denmark, 
and others who have given. illimired Powers; and __ vaſt En- 


 couragements fo their reſpeQive Tradeing Companies 3 bue 

even in Scotland, when we could not be preſumed to have had 
_ apy great Notions of Trade, about Thirty five Years paſt, 

upon the Reſtauration of King Charles IT. in his Firſt Parlia« 
nent, and the ſeveral Seſſions thereof, (before the French King 
ad time to plant his Janizaries 1n che Court of Englazd,) there 
were ſeveral A&s Paſs'd in favour of Trade and ManufaQories, 
with Privileges and Exemptions. far exceeding any in this A, 
with reſpe&t to the Purpoſes. for. which .they were. granted, 
Mutatis Mutandis. 

And: that. I may not ſeem to. ſpeak altogether without Book, 
I. ſhall give you an, lnſtance of one for, all.; namely, che A& 
Paſs'd, inthe Year 1661, for. the F Fin and; Erecing of 
Companies for Promoting the ſame; ;. whi ra coo long to be 
tranſcribed, I ſend you, by wa of Poſtſeripe, > 2 ſhort Abſtrat 
of the moſt conſiderable : Privileges ang. Exemptions therein 
contained, as. they:ſtand in order, in the AS. ie-{elf.; and all 
theſe were, Granted for Perpetuiry : Whereas, all the moſt Im- 
portant Conceſlions i in this late A& are limited, ſome to Ten, 


ſome to Twenty one Years ; in which time ( God knows) ” 
| m 


"7 war; 
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muſt run very faſt, to come up with any of all onr negalbony. 1 
ie Nations, who have ftarced [6 lotig before Us.  * 

Now let us further compare both the faid #5, -and the Py. 
poſes for which they wete ſeverally intended, arid then, with 
reſpe(& to this laſt, we muſt think of pomg we know hot whi. 
cher, undergo the Danger 6f boyftetous Stortns, and long 
Voyages, with whith We ate not acquamited : rye Up our Sto. 
machs to ftri&, regular, and unaccuſftvined Diets 3- prepire 
againſt the Effects of quite cohtrary Climares, and there pur- 
chaſe Plantations, Collonies, Serttements, and build Forts, che. 
Yet as eo the Time when all chis will happen, w_ muſt be 4 
wifer Man than I; - that can tell. : 

Bue as' to the former A& for the Fiſhing, 8&6. ' aff Matren 
thereunts relating were to be rranſafted in” view 'of our own 
Doors, and in our own Power. But then you'll ask me, How 

It came &G'paſe, that this excellent Conſtitution for our Fiſhinpy 
Has had Ho better EMe& 2 Why traly,' T'N tell you , For the 
very ſame Reaſon which may poſlibly prove the Overthrow 
of this New Underraking (which God forbid) if we have no 
better fuck in getting honeſter Men at the Head of it: For the 
Dutch, who have yot moſt of their Wealth by Fiſhing in othet 
Mens Waters, lookity upon ts'then' wich. a jexlous Eye, found 
a Way (as was then Þaliev'd) to greaſe a'certain Great Man in 


the Feſt >; _ thereu -ernbatqued' hinfdF,and all his Frietrds, 
with "Ml-His" onr Boftom ; an dhe being once at the 


Head of all, warevl all, over-rul'd all, 'ahd 'tuin'd all : For 
the Honeſt and Wellmeanitis Men, finding themſelves no 
other than Cyphers, grew wearied, and fo gave up the 
Cudgels. 

By all which, you have a phin Detgonſiration and Proof, 
That whit may do th one Nation, will nocdo in anvcher. Bur 
I'm teſolv'd to wait with Patietice, and hope for the beft * 
Exitus uSts probat 3; the meaning of which is in Engliſh, The 


Proof of the Pulding 't» m the Eating. 


Ohj. But theh ( you fay, ) The unanfiverable and thunder- 
mg Dilemma, which theſe Cramblers would (ſeem, and do 
aSwally boaſt, tv faſten upon His Majeſty, is, That either 
be muft retra& whar he has done, by ſome publick Mack 
of his Diſcotmitenincitig this New Company, 'or otherwiſe 
he'thhot in 'reafon deny the like Concefſions to the ſes 
veral 'Tradeing Companies of England, who have 6 
largely concidured towards the Expence of this pes 


Anſ. This 
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 Anſw. This is truſy'the'moſt planfible Difficulty of all thar's 
offerd, - and ſuch -a Nooſe as may. readily carch Larks,/ but will 
never gravel the judicious part of Mankind more than any of 
the former, 2s being all of one'picce. | The berrer- 16 obviate 
which, 1 ſhall pive you a plain, eafie, juſt andiadequate Paral- 
lel in the like Caſe. As for Example: Suppeſing me Lord. of 
a conſiderable Mannour - produting abundance of -Corn, Hay, 
Fruit, and having all che marks-ot a fertile and welkeculrivaced 
Soil, which I have Fete to Farm for a cerranAanualior Yearly 
Rene 3 which Rent 'I- baye, by Conmact of -Martiage, iappro- 
priated to the Payment of my Wife's Joynture : in the interim, 
there comes to me an- Undertaker, with a: Propatal;Thac 
whereas I am' alfo' Proprietor of a certainypicce of unprofitable, 
waſte Ground, ropether with ſome Acres: of Land quite under 
Wartet, both which yield me-n6/Rene 3 he will copage, - ar his 
own Hazard, Labour and Expentr, -to cultivate: thel one; 1mid 
drain-the other, providing I grant him a Leaſe'therebf free of 
all Rent for Twenty one Years 3 | to which'T readily: and tea - 
ſonably aſſent, as forcſceivg the Advantape that amt ohereby 
acerue, if not to my {elf immediately; yerro:my Heirs,and Suc- 
ceſſors, Upon the execating of | whith Leafs, ſhould be-who | 
Farm'd my Principal Mannour it manner-aforeſaid; come and 
tax me of being an craing and parcial Landlord; ifeI'would 
hot alſo -fet Him fit” Renviicg, as-well a> lis new Neighbour- 
Undertaker ; Pray, what Regard dv- you think 1 oughe ro-6b- 
ſerve to any Demand that were grounded-only-copon:ſuch a 
Reaſon ? The Application whereof is. fo''cafie: andnacaral, 
that it were calſing your Judgment into queſtion, ' ro)capatiare 
any more upon that Head : Yer leſt you may'Gay that vame fo 
mule ef difſintile, and think this ro be only-an indire&-Anfwer 
to all the Parts of your ObjeHion, TI ſhall rouch/them' ſeve- 
tally, $ £314 (ld 337 1:3; 

And, Firſt, As to any publick Mark of His Majeſty's Dif. 
countenance to this New Company, which would bethe doi 
and undoing of a thing with the ſame brearh, -is ſo:render a 
Point, rhat the very Thoughts of i is attacking and wonnding 
His Majeſty, at once, in two of his moft-peouliar Atcributes, 
Wi/don: in Council, and Stedfaſtneſs of Reſokaion. © - 
| Then as to what Concefſions may be adviſable to be 
given to all or any of the Trademg Companics of England, 
E muſt ſafpetd my weak Judgment therein, - the King, and 
enſuing Parliament, being the' only proper Judges thereof ; 
only thus far I'll veatere to judge, That whoever audaciouſly 
dare pretend to anticipate the Sence of ſo Great and Auguſt an 
Aſſembly, by DiQtating in Coffee-houſes what his Arrogance 


thinks, 


= 
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thinks, forſooth, they ought to do, may likewiſe think him- 
ſelf well come off ar laſt, if he eſcape with only a Repri- 
mand. FIRED) < 

And then as to the laſt Branch of the'Obje&ion, which ſeems to 
point at, oxr not contributing, ſo largely as they have, towards the 
Expence of the. War ; let us confider, whether they-think Us 
equally concerned ? and whether We may expecta proportio- 
nable ſhare of the Glory and Advantage ?' If not,” then we are 
but Auxiliaries, and ought not to undergo any narrow ſcrutiny 
on that head : For, A given Horſe ought not to be examin'd in the 
Mouth, 

But ſuppoſing. (as indeed T think) We are equally concern'd, 
in the ſame Common Caule ; it muſt. be confeſs'd, That we 
cannot. boaſt of any great ſtore of Wealth, (for which we may 
partly thank thoſe Familiar Spirits of France, who by a Leger: 
'demain_:Trick of Hocus Pocus, have too often aflumed the 
ſhapes of. Conrt-Cards, in the moſt confiderable Games which 
have (till of late Years) been play'd on the Engliſh Stage ;'') 
yer, in Proportion to what our Strength was, in any tollerable 
meaſure, able to bear, we have always fignified our good In- 
clination, by giving ſuch Supplies, from time to-time, as have 
not only rais'd very conſiderable Numbers of excellent Troops, 
but alſo: Maintain'd the ſame, till call'd out of the Nation by 
His Majelty-5— and: ther-we ſucceſſively: raic'd others, to be a 
- conſtant Nurſery for the Engliſh Army. This was all we could 
do; and could we have done more; we ſtood'in need of no 
Spurr to do it : The Widow's Mite in the Goſpel was more accep» 
table ro Our Saviour, than all the large Offerings of thoſe who 
gave only out of the Abundance of their Superfluities : Of chew 
to whom much bath been given, much ſhall be required. Andif 
His Majeſty ſhould queſtion us upon this head, we can juſtly 
anſwer him with a Scripture Phraſe, Silver and Gold bave we 
none ; but ſuch as we bave, we giveunto bim. Trae Hearte, 
and Valiant Hands; Brave Truſty Lads, arm'd with Natural Buff, 
who dare encounter Fire and Smoke, and whoſe Undaunted 
Reſolution and Valour, upon all Occafions of Tryal, have, to the 
Diminution of their Number, given at leaſt ſome ſmall Addition 
to the Advancing Glory of the Engliſh Arms : which if we had 
not given, an equal Number of equal Troops from any of 'our 
moſt entirely beloved Confederate Princes ( if any ſuch they 
had to ſpare ) would certainly be good Meat, 'but muſt needs 
have coſt England very dear Sauce. | 

And ſince I now treat of our Ulcfulneſs to England, bow lit- 
tle ſoever they may value it ; I ſhall beg leave to look back 


again upon the furcher Motives that induced us - to be forward 
in 


"(#2 
in Paſſing this AG, and take alſo a further view of the Advan- 
rages that may probably ariſe, not only unto our Selyes, bhit 
to England in general, by it: 

As to the Firſt of theſe, we obſerved, That the Cuſtorns, 
Faſhions, and Luxury of other Nations, having bewitch'd our 
Travelling Nobility and Gentry, had introduced a certain kind 
of Neceſlity among us, of uſing and conſuming many more and 
greater quantities of Foreign Commodities than were ſo much 
as ever known almoſt to the honeſt Simplicity of our plain and 
wile Fore-Fathers, and more truly than we had ſuperfluous 
Money to pay for ; eſpecially at ſuch exorbitant Rates as are 
impos'd upon us at the third, fourth, fifth, and ( poſſibly ) 
ſixch hand, by our own Pedlars, and the exaQing Broakers of 
all other Countries about us. This we ſec a- growing Evil, and 
ſuch. as we could not juſily anſwer for,, ea our Conſtituents, 
who were equally concerned, if we had not taken it into 
our moſt ſerious Conſideration, and with: all expedition. ap- 
ply'd the molt effeQual Remedy we could chink of ;- which, 
after ,all our Conſultations, and the beſt Advice we could 
have, cerminated in this AG ; as hoping thereby, that at ſome 
time or other we may, by degrees, come to. have at farſt Hand, 
and upon an equal Lay, fuck Foreign Commodities as are 
now palm'd upon us. 7 | TE 
-- By all which, you. may plainly ſee, we had no finifter De- 
fign 3 we meant no harm to wp Rs Kingdom, -:$tate, . or 
Company : Ewil to them that Ewit think : We bad noe thoughts 
of drowning our Neighbour's Garden, .but-of waterivg our 
own 3 and T have no. reaſon to doubt, but that the Simplicity 
and Honeſty of our Intention therein, will upon all occaſions 
meet with a {ucable Return. | | 

And as to what further Advantages England may probably 
reap from this 4; I think, with ſubmiſſion, that of all 
ſarts of Men,the Engliſh Eaft-India Company bath leaſt reaſon to 


murmur at it; and Lam glad to hear the Wiſeſt of them do. 


not, nor indeed, any of them (I believe }) at their Heart. 
For, whatſocver Conceſſions, Exemptions, or Eſtabliſhment, 
the Wiſdom of the enſuing Parliament may think fit ro grant 
to that Company, they have reaſon enough, from the confide- 
ration of their own Miſmanagement, which. ( 1 humbly pre» 
lume) occafion'd the late Treatment ſome of them had. at Weſi- 
minſter, to ground the belt part of their Hopes for better Treat- 
ment there at chis time, upon the Emulation which Our A& hath 
ſcemingly entitI'd them to raiſe in the Hearts of their Friends 
in Parliament, whom I heartily wiſh to be many : 'Salve Fure 
cujaſlibet. For I am ſure, the World is ſpacious enough. to 

D - contain 


- - 
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contain both Them, and the Scotch Company, for more Efforts 
than either one or other, or both of them, are able to put in 
execution. They may, in time, be ſerviceable each to the 
other, Manus Manum fricat ; and as I hope, the Engliſh Com- 
pany may have realon, before the Determination of the enſuin 
Seflion, to Thank the King and Parliament. They will at the 
ſame time be pleasd to remember, that they owe 1s a Day in 
Harveſt ; that is, ſome ſcaſonable piece of Friendſhip. 

Now, if the enfuing Parliament do (as I believe they will ) 
take the Exaſft-India Company into their Care, wherher out of a 
particular Regard to the faid Company, or with refpect co the 
Intereſt of the whole Nation, or out of Emulation, from a 
mix'd Confideration of both ; I ſhall have infinirg Satisfaction, 
to find-that we are' ſo far uſeful to our Neighbours, as to let 
them fee that to be their Intereſt now, which for ſome Years 
paſt they at leaſt ſeem'd to have overlooked, till we put them 
in mind of it. And my Hopes are, That if Emulation will 
once enter within the Doors -of that Noble 'Aſſembly, -they 
will raiſe their Thoughts upon: the very Wings of Emulation, 
and tgke ' the right Sow by the Lupg ; that is, caſt their Eyes 
about them, and point at Objzets wortby.of ſuch Noble Efforts 
as" They only are able to put in Practice, by curbing the'Ene- 
mies of Britain, and putting ſome ſtop to the Career and over- 

rown Greatneſ: of its Rivals in Trade ; of whoſe AﬀeCction or 
Friendſhip England can be no longer ſecure, than they are ſure 
of Gaining by England : Whereas, We poor Mortals' muſt at 
all times look upon: our ſelves as in; the | State of Matrimony, 
For better for worſe : So that if we are'not allowed ſome rea- 
ſonable meaſure of Due Benewolence, that Effential Part of Con- 
jugal Duty, the World will certainly Jook upon Us as-the 
more excuſable, if at ſome time or other we ſhould venture to 
peep abroad. | 

Obje&8. But ſtill theſe Gramblers (you ſay ) do urge that this 
New Company will Steal vaſt Quantities of Goods both by Sea 
and Land into Exgland, and over-ſtock the Markets there with 
Indian Goods , to be Sold at Under-rates, to the apparent loſs 
of 'the:Engliſh- Eaft-India and 4 ffrican Companies. 

"This is cruly a very wide ſuppoſition ; yer ſuppoſing it all to 
be true, (as I believe it cannot) pray wherein is England hurt 
by it 2 For over all. England there muſt be a vaſt many more 
| Buyers than Sellers of. any one particular Commodity, and as Of 

two Evils the leaſt is to be choſen ; \o , Of two interferring Inte- 
reſts , the moſt publick and univerſal good of theſe two 3s always 
preferrable to the other ; then beyond diſpute, the Buyers of ſuch 
particular Commodity (whom I take to be the Body of the Na- 


tion) will find it their Intereſt at all times , to beat down the 
Mar- 
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Market-price ; eſpecially of Forreign Govds ; otherwiſe .our 
Forefathers of both Nations, were-very niuch overſeen to make fo 
many Laws,which ſtand yer Unrepealed;againſt the Foreſtalling 
of Markets, and the: Bnproſſing.of Commodities into:few hands. 
So that if all Reſtrichons, Limitations, and Prohibictions upon 
Trade between both'{Nations' were wholly abrogated, the great 
and natural ends of Trade, would:(in my:humble. opinion) be 
more univerſally arid much better an{wered. Wes EP 

Now, upon ſumming up the Evidence on both fides, I find 
we muſt reckon upon-many Enemies beyond-Sea :  But-I hope 
| may modeſtly conclude, That'after a true-Scrutiny'is made; 
this 4&4 will meet: with no Enemies within the Iſle of Britazn, 
but who may be comprehended in one-or other of: two forts, 
and theſe Two (ſome ſay) very near related : The firſt are, 
ſuch who may ſeemingly grumble at this AF, for no other 
reaſon, but to make a Scaling-ladder of it, to a Wall which 
(without it) they - were paſt all hopes of ever getting over. 
The others are, a certain ſett of Men, who ( like Water-men ) 
row one way, and look another. . From both which, I hope, 
the Legiſlative Power and Government of both Nations will 
proteQ this an. EEE, | 

To Conclude then : As Almighty God, in his All-wiſe Pro- 
vidence, often revealeth and brings: to paſs his Great and Ex- 
cellent Purpoſes, - by- ordinary and unexpe&ted Means ; who 
knows, but that the harmonious Unity which ( I hope ) will 
appear in the Equal, Juſt,and Impartial Management and Ad- 
miniſtration of this New Scotch-Engliſb, or Engliſh-Scotch 
Indian Company, may, in good time, be a happy Motive and 
Inducement to ( at leaſt ) all the Wiſe Men of eititer Nation, 
to lay afide miſplaced Paſſion, the Prejudices of Infancy and 
Education ; Reaſon juſtly for their Own and Publick Intereſts 
ſake ; obliterate and bury in oblivion the diſtinguiſhing Names 
of Scotch and Engliſb ; and then voluntarily liſt themſelves un- 
der the United Banner of Undivided Britain; to be one in In- 
tereſt, and Inclination,in Offence and Defence. From the Con- 
ſequences of which happy Day, we may date the ' Ara of 
BRITAIN's being Truly GREAT. And pray,what ſhould hin- 
der it ? Nature ſcems-to have mtended Us for One People, as 
having concentered us within the ſame LiquidWalls ; we are the 
Subjects of One King; we ſpeak the ſame Language, differing 
only in Diale&, as moſt Counties do; we profeſs the ſame Re- 
ligion, differing only in ſome Forms, which may or may not be ; 
our Lawes point at the ſame End,to diſtribute Juſtice,and defend 
Liberty and Property : All which may be ſoon reconciled, if the 
Wiſdoms of both Nations ſhould once heartily ſer abour it. 


No Man alive can have greater Veneration for the Govern- 
| nent 
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ment and People of England, or be more tender of giving them - : 


any the leaſt umbrage of Offence, than my ſelf : Bur if any par- 
ticular Perſon will, from the Lighe within him, apply to his own 
Breaſt any Expreſlion herein that may ſeem harſh, that's his faulc, 
and not mine : In which caſe, I'd adviſe him, like a Friend, to 
lie ſtill and be quiet ; expiate for any former Eſcapes in his Life, 
by a better Regulation of his Actions in time to come ; ſubmit 
to all Laws and Ordinances of ſuch as are put in Authority over 
us, and lee the Wiſdom of the Nation Rule che Nation. 

If herein 1 have not anſwered your ExpeQtation, yet you 
have an Inſtance of my hearty and ſincete good Wiſhes to the 
Intereſt of Britain, and. of my readineſs to: comply -with your 
Defire, whenfſoever you are pleas'd to Command, d 
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An Abſtra# of the Privileges contained in,, .A#.A&#; (men-, wn 
++ »{ tiond. ;pag. 7). for. the . Fiſbings, &c<.,.., -- 
Alt, Cordage, Hemp, \Cork, Pitch, Tarr, Clapboard, Knap ple, Skewhoops and 
& Nets, free. of all Cuſtom, or. other Impofitzon what foever,” _._ . p- 
: All Herring and Wine Fiſh taken and preparet Therewith, free of any mays © 
ner of Faxation or Burden in the Exportation of the ſame. -© - - - ORR 
" AN Strangers concernet therein, ' Naturaliz'd of courſe, and alſo free of alt 
Faxation pon their other Effetts, for the ſpace of Seven Tears next after ſuch 
their Naturalization. | | Joker Provid | for 0 nl {oO 
All Beer, Ale; Strong-waters,and other Proviſions for Out-reeking of any Ve 
fer the ſaid Fiſbings, free of all manner of Impoſitions whachacine” We 
'" All Lords, and Proprietors of Land, in all Places throughout the Kingdini. 
where ſuch Fiſhing is carried on, to proted, maintain and defend the ſame, aud 
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all Maſters of Ships, Fiſhers, and others whatſoever thereunto belanging, fo 
all harm _ le ; on to refund and ſatisfie reſpeively all fag 
Damage ſuſtained upon their Land. eos 
AU Ships, Boats, and other Veſſels, in the exerciſe of the faid Trade of Fiſh- 
ing, and their employment therein, no ways Arreſtible by any Cteditor « | The 
Fiſhers, Maſters and Servants in the ſaid Veſſels, during the whole time ayd 
ſeaſon of ſuch Fiſhing, and their employment therein, free from al Attons. of 
Debt, and no ways conveenable before any Fudge or Judicature whatſoever, for 
any Cauſe or Cauſes Civil, which might be intended againſt them : and generally 
all the ſaid Perſons, Maſters and Servants, free of all Captions, Arreſtments, or 
other Attachments on their Perſons, or againſt their Materials and Inſtruments of 
Fiſhing, they being attually ſerving therein allanerly., | 
The Stack and Profits thereof free of all Stents and Taxations. 
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